Pepin Area Schools High School Choir

Amanda Schmidman, Director

Course Description:

At Pepin Area Schools, choir is a yearlong performance class.  Students involved in this class will prepare and perform vocal music selections from many different musical periods and styles.  Students will participate in twice-weekly rehearsals, with the possibility of before-school sectionals if deemed necessary.  Opportunities will also be given for students to participate in small group and individual performance through district solo and ensemble contest and community events.  Because this is a performance class, attendance and participation in all concerts is required.

Class Expectations:

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and prepared for each rehearsal.  We have limited rehearsal time, and we need to make the most of it.  School policies regarding absence and tardy procedures are all in effect.  Please be respectful of people and property inside and out of the classroom.  Bring a pencil to every rehearsal to make appropriate markings in the music.  Food, candy, soda, and gum are not allowed in class.

Students who make the choice to be in a performance group should understand the importance of being prepared and involved during all rehearsals.  Disrupting the group or inappropriate behavior and language are unacceptable.  The teacher may warn a student ONCE about unsatisfactory behavior, and may then remove the student for a private conference.  When necessary the principal will be contacted and further action taken.

Course Content:
Specific course content will depend upon the makeup of the group and the group’s abilities.  Care will be taken to involve the students, at all times, in selection of performance literature.  It is important to understand, however, that the instructor will choose literature appropriate to the specific performance and to the abilities of the group. Students will also learn about the anatomy of singing, vocal care, expression, vocal styles, musical notation, harmony, and music history.  

Course Grading 

Daily Class Participation 50%

Sectional and small group work 25%

Concert or project 25%

Required Dates 2008-2009

December 8
Winter Concert

March 2
Spring Concert

May 19
Pops Concert

Optional Dates

January 21
Honors Choir Rehearsal 

January 24
Honors Choir Rehearsal/Concert 

January 27
Honors Choir School Tour

