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Pepin Area School District

Band Department

Ms. Amanda Schmidman, Director

High School 

Band Handbook

(for students and Parents)

2010-2011

“ A Life of quiet desperation awaits those who will not strive for excellence”

~Michael Kearney

Required Band Dates 2009-2010

September 3

FB vs. Independence at Alma***REQUIRED***

September 10

FB vs. Plum City

September 12

Laura Days Parade

September 14 

VB vs. Elmwood

September 21 

VB vs. Mondovi

September 23

VB vs. Spring Valley

September 30 

VB vs. St. Croix Central

October 1

FB vs. Holcombe***REQUIRED***

October 7

VB vs. Colfax

October 18 

FB vs. Elmwood

November 29

GBB vs. Elmwood

November 30

BBB vs. Plum City

December 9

BBB vs. Gilmanton

December 13

Winter Concert- be at school by 7:00

December 16

GBB vs. Independence (Alma) 

December 17

BBB vs. Whitehall (Alma)

December 21

Elementary Christmas Program- be at school at 6:15

January 11 

BBB vs. CFC (Alma)

January 13

GBB vs. Immanuel 

January 20

BBB vs. Mel-Min (Alma)

January 21 

GBB vs. Lincoln

January 25

BBB vs. Blair-Taylor (Alma)

January 26

Honors Band Rehearsal all day @ Spring Valley

January 29

Honors Band Rehearsal and Concert all day @ Spring Valley

February 1

Honors Band Tour to Glenwood City and Elk Mound all day

February 4

GBB vs. Eleva-Strum (Alma)

February 8

BBB vs. Independence

February 10 

GBB vs. Gilmanton (Alma)

February 17

BBB vs. Immanuel 

February 19

Solo and Ensemble@ Spring Valley

February 28

GBB vs. CFC (Alma)

March 7

Spring Concert- be at school by 7:00

March 18-19

Gresham exhange at Pepin

April 12

Large Group Festival @ Plum City (but we’re probably not going)

May 1


State Solo and Ensemble

May 18

Pops Concert- be at school by 7:00

May 27

Graduation

The primary goal of the Pepin Area Schools band program is to MAKE MUSIC!  

Music is an important part of the education of every well-rounded scholar.  The skills gained through music education will carry over into all aspects of the students’ lives and will provide a life-long appreciation for music and its role in the enrichment of the human spirit.

Rehearsal Procedures and Expectations


It is my belief that students know what proper behavior is, and that they sometimes choose to behave inappropriately and must be prepared to take responsibility for their actions and accept the consequences.  The guidelines for expected behavior can be summed up with two simple words:

1.) Respect.  Have respect for people and property both inside and outside of the classroom.  

2.) Responsibility.  You are responsible for your actions and your contributions to our classroom.  Take pride in our musical progress and help make us sound our best through personal effort.  

The following expectations fall under one or both of the above categories.


** please note: all school rules are in effect as well**

1. “To be early is to be on time – to be on time is to be late.”  We have a limited amount of rehearsal time, so let’s make the most of it.  If you are not in the room when the bell rings, you will be expected to present a pass.  Get your instruments out, take your seat and begin warming up individually as soon as possible.  Please do not use the piano as a table for your instrument case.  

This rule is even more important when it comes to performances.  If you are late to a performance, you will not receive credit and your grade will suffer.  Give yourself plenty of time so that there are no questions.

2. No gum, candy, soda, food, etc.  Not only is this distracting, but it also damages your instrument.

3. Once rehearsal starts, there should be no talking.  Band is a class just like any other, not a time for socializing.  When we stop during rehearsal, it is for a reason and your attention must be focused on the director for instructions.

4. You must come to class prepared each day.  This means to have your instrument and accessories, all music, and a PENCIL!  Failure to do so will affect your daily grade.

5. Rehearsal ends when the director excuses the band, not when the bell rings.  Be sure to put your instruments and music away properly after each rehearsal.  Please help keep the band room neat and clean.

Disciplinary Actions


If a student chooses to misbehave during class, the following consequence will be enforced:


1st offense: Verbal or non-verbal reminder of the rules


2nd offense: Verbal or written warning


3rd offense: After school detention


4th offense: conference with administration and parents


A student’s daily grade can be lowered due to repeated offenses.

**I reserve the right to jump to any consequence level for behavior that I deem severe enough or habitual**

Avoid Scheduling Conflict!


You will be notified well in advance of any required band events/performances.  By enrolling in band, you are promising to attend all required events.  Failure to do so will severely affect your grade.  I understand that conflicts can and will arise, and we will do our best to handle these as they occur.

1. Work is not an excuse for missing a performance.  You are responsible for letting your employer know in advance what days you need off for required events.  If you need me to contact your employer, please let me know.

2. If you know of a conflict or of a possible conflict, please let me know ASAP!  The sooner I know, the sooner we can come up with a solution.

3. If you are unable to attend a required performance, I must be notified in writing, at least one week prior to the event.  I will not excuse absences after the fact.  Of course, extenuating circumstances will be handled individually.

Grading

Grading for each quarter will be broken down as follows:



Attitude/Effort
/Behavior
30%

Performances 


25%



Lessons


25%



Playing tests


10%



Written work


10%


Grading scale:



94-100 = A

73-76 =C



90-93 = A-

70-72 = C-



87-89 = B+

67-69 = D+



83-86 = B

63-66 = D



80-82 = B-

60-63 = D-



77-79 = C+

59 and below = F

Attitude/Effort/Behavior:  A positive and cooperative attitude is essential when working in a group setting.  We are all here to work together to create music, so we must help and encourage one another.  Negativity from one student can bring down the rest of the class.  Your preparedness for class also falls into this category.  Be sure to bring your instrument, accessories (i.e., reeds), music, and a pencil to every class!

Our actions affect others, and we must make wise choices to affect others positively.  Talking or otherwise distracting others during class time will result in a lowering of your grade for behavior.  Think before you act or speak.  Ask yourself if your actions, comments, or behavior are contributing positively or negatively to our class. 

Performances:  Performances are the result of all of our hard work and are therefore a very prominent factor in your grade.  It is vital that every member of the ensemble be present for required performances.  Your grade will be lowered significantly if you do not attend the required amount of pepbands or all of the required performances.  Playoff pepband attendance is required.

Lessons:  Individual or group lessons are a vital ingredient in creating excellent musicians.  In lessons, we will work on challenging sections of our music as well as exercises that will improve overall musicality.  Every student will be scheduled for one weekly 15-20 minute lesson.  You are expected to attend 6 lessons each quarter; failure to do so will lower your lesson grade by one full grade for each lesson under 6.  If you are unable to attend your weekly lesson for any reason, see Ms. Schmidman to reschedule.  Failure to attend any lessons before the mid-term grading period will result in an ‘F’ as a mid-term grade.

Playing tests:  Periodically, I may ask you to prepare certain scales or sections of music as part of a playing test.  You will be graded on rhythmic and pitch accuracy, tone quality, and musicality.  Semester playing exam requirements will be announced near the beginning of each semester.  Semester playing exams are worth 10% of your final semester grade.  Any playing test may also be used to establish chair placement.

Written Work:  Over the course of each quarter, I may choose to hand out worksheets, quizzes, or tests.  Your work may be graded on correct answers, clarity, and creativity.  Please be sure to follow directions carefully.  Also, I expect all written work to be completed in pencil or pen.  No exceptions.

Performance group information

Instrument Rental Fee:  There is a $30 yearly rental fee for the use of a school owned instrument.  This fee shall not be prorated.

Percussion Fee: Due to the number of sticks, mallets, beaters, and other equipment that percussionists use regularly, percussionists will pay the same fee as other students using school instruments- $30 each year.  For this fee, each student will also receive one pair of standard snare sticks.  The remainder of this fee will go toward the purchase of new sticks, mallets, drumheads, auxiliary instruments, etc.

Pep Band/ Parade Band:  The schedule for pep band will be presented before the start of each sports season.  You will be expected to attend a certain number of pep bands during each quarter (you may miss TWO during first quarter and ONE EACH for second and third quarters).  Varsity players will be excused from playing for their sport, however; Junior varsity players are not excused from this performance requirement.  Varsity players are expected to attend as many pepband performances as possible.  Playoff pepband is required.

All wind players (except flute and trombone players) are responsible for owning a marching lyre to hold music for pep band and parades.  These will be available for purchase from Ms. Schmidman.


Each player will be issued a pep band folder at the beginning of the year.  At the end of the year these will be collected and fines will be issued for missing folders or music.  The cost to replace a folder and music will be ten dollars.  Flutes and Trombone will be fined fifteen dollars for a lost folder.
Concert Attire:  Dress for all band members is all black.  Please dress conservatively.  No athletic shoes, jeans, tank tops, or t-shirts.

Solo and Ensemble Festival: Each student in grades 7-12 will be required to participate in at least one event for the solo/ensemble festival.  This requirement can be met through either a solo or small group performance.  Since solo/ensemble is a required performance date, let Ms. Schmidman know ASAP if you have a conflict with this date..  

Please check out our new music department website!  www.pepinmusicdepartment.weebly.com! 

Please sign and return this page as acknowledgement that you have read and understand the rules and expectations for this year.  If at any time you have questions, please feel free to ask.  Let’s work together to make this an exciting year for the Pepin band program.

I _____________________________________  have read the band handbook for the 


(student’s name)

2009-2010 school year and agree to comply with the expectations listed within.

______________________________________

__________________


Signature






date

For Parents:

I have read the handbook and agree to hold my child to the expectations of the Pepin Band program.

______________________________________

__________________


Signature






date

Sometimes I find it helpful to communicate concert, festival, or field trip information with parents through email.  While this is strictly optional, many parents find it a quick and convenient way to access information!

Parent email address (optional)__________________________________________

*This handbook has been approved and is supported by the administration*

**Please return this page with student and parent signatures by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH!!!  If you do not hand this in, you are not exempt from classroom rules and expectations!

Pepband- be set up and ready to play by. . . 





Football- 6:15


Volleyball- 6:25


Basketball- 6:55








